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In our study we used data from satellite tags on bearded seals of Okhotsk Sea. Animals were
tagged in September and October 2013 at Sakhalin Bay. Tags were placed on a flipper or
head of the seal. A total amount of 10 seals of different sex and age were tagged. Working
time of each transmitter was different, and seals were tracked for 41-224 days. During all
time of investigation, 8 bearded seals were tracked (two by Pulsar, five by MK-10 and two by
SPOT-5 transmitters). Tracking analysis showed that before ice appearance, seals kept closer
to the shore in shallow waters (not deeper than 10 m). Only fast ice, formed from the shore,
force them to go to regions with deep water and use ice for haul-out immediately after it
forms. Even in winter, during the reproduction and molting period, they didn’t move away
from shore further than 50 km. Not a single seal had moved beyond 200 m of isobath.

Connection between summer feeding areas and winter breeding areas was revealed. We
obtained data about most breeding haul-outs for the well-known breeding areas. During
winter, seals from Sakhalin Bay chose only the nearest breeding area - shelf at the north and
north-west coastline of Sakhalin Island - and didn’t use other breeding areas in Okhotsk and
Japan seas. None of the seals showed any preference for a specific breeding region.
Migrations towards breeding areas occur mostly through oil-platforms alongside north-west
coastline of Sakhalin Island.
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